
MARRIAGES AND DIVORCES

1994

INTRODUCTION

Information on marriages presented in this report was tabulated from items reported on marriage
certificates filed with the New Jersey State Registrar for marriages which occurred in the calendar year 1994.
 Divorce information was obtained from the Chancery Division of the New Jersey Superior Court.  Marriages
and divorces are recorded by place of occurrence or judgment; therefore, all marriage and divorce data
presented in this report encompass events that occurred in New Jersey, regardless of the place of residence
of the participants.  Since no mechanism for interstate exchange of resident marriage and divorce data exists,
out-of-state events involving New Jersey residents are not included.



TABLE MD1.  NUMBER OF MARRIAGES, MARRIAGE RATES AND
MEDIAN AGE AT MARRIAGE FOR BRIDES AND GROOMS

MARRIAGE CERTIFICATES ISSUED IN NEW JERSEY, 1985-1994

MARRIAGES MEDIAN AGE

YEAR NUMBER RATE* BRIDES GROOMS

1985 61,189 8.1 26.4 28.5

1986 61,362 8.1 26.7 28.6

1987 60,550 7.9 26.9 28.8

1988 61,063 7.9 27.2 29.0

1989 60,076 7.8 27.4 29.1

1990 58,747 7.6 27.7 29.3

1991 55,832 7.2 27.6 29.4

1992 55,321 7.1 27.9 29.8

1993 53,505 6.8 28.1 29.9

1994 52,797 6.7 28.4 30.2

*RATES ARE COMPUTED PER 1,000 POPULATION



TABLE MD2. MEDIAN AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE
NEW JERSEY, 1985-1994

MEDIAN AGE

YEAR BRIDES GROOMS

1985 24.4 26.5

1986 24.8 26.9

1987 24.9 27.0

1988 25.4 27.2

1989 25.7 27.4

1990 25.5 26.6

1991 26.0 27.6

1992 26.3 27.9

1993 26.4 28.0

1994 26.6 28.2



TABLE MD3. PERCENT OF BRIDES AND GROOMS UNDER 25 AND
UNDER 20 YEARS OF AGE AT THE TIME OF FIRST MARRIAGE

NEW JERSEY, 1985-1994

BRIDES GROOMS

YEAR
PERCENT
UNDER 25

PERCENT
UNDER 20

PERCENT
UNDER 25

PERCENT
UNDER 20

1985 55.1 9.6 37.8 3.3

1986 52.0 8.9 35.4 3.2

1987 50.0 8.1 33.4 2.7

1988 47.5 7.0 30.8 2.4

1989 44.9 6.8 29.2 2.3

1990 46.3 6.9 29.7 2.5

1991 40.1 5.4 25.7 2.0

1992 37.9 4.9 23.6 1.7

1993 36.5 4.7 22.7 1.5

1994 34.4 4.5 22.0 1.5



TABLE MD4. MARRIAGES BY AGE OF BRIDE AND AGE OF GROOM
NEW JERSEY, 1994

AGE OF GROOM
AGE OF
BRIDE TOTAL 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54

UNDER 15 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0

15-19 1,777 358 956 337 93 28 5 0 0

20-24 12,045 188 4,999 5,061 1,319 335 89 29 15

25-29 17,360 33 1,604 9,214 4,599 1,322 369 148 43

30-34 9,465 7 350 2,007 3,718 2,069 807 347 97

35-39 5,215 3 91 482 1,225 1,548 1,031 508 207

40-44 2,989 1 30 111 304 596 764 635 317

45-49 1,868 4 10 33 113 176 306 454 404

50-54 1,006 1 2 4 21 49 82 166 277

55-59 445 0 0 2 3 8 11 31 56

60-64 282 0 0 0 2 0 1 9 15

65+ 344 0 2 1 0 2 0 0 4

TOTAL 52,797 595 8,044 17,253 11,397 6,133 3,465 2,327 1,435



TABLE MD5. NUMBER OF MARRIAGES BY PREVIOUS MARITAL STATUS
NEW JERSEY, 1985-1994

BRIDES GROOMS

YEAR

NUMBER
OF

MARRIAGES

PERCENT
NEVER

MARRIED
PERCENT
WIDOWED

PERCENT
DIVORCED

PERCENT
NEVER

MARRIED
PERCENT
WIDOWED

PERCENT
DIVORCED

1985 61,189 74.2 2.7 23.0 72.0 2.8 25.1

1986 61,362 74.4 2.5 23.0 72.4 2.6 25.0

1987 60,550 74.6 2.6 22.8 72.9 2.6 24.5

1988 61,063 74.6 2.5 22.9 73.0 2.6 24.4

1989 60,076 74.9 4.9 20.2 73.6 5.0 21.3

1990 58,747 74.9 2.4 22.8 73.7 2.4 23.9

1991 55,832 75.3 2.5 22.3 74.2 2.6 23.2

1992 55,321 74.3 2.5 23.3 73.5 2.5 24.0

1993 53,505 74.0 2.4 23.6 73.2 2.4 24.4

1994 52,797 74.0 2.3 23.7 73.2 2.4 24.4



TABLE MD6. MARRIAGES BY PREVIOUS MARITAL STATUS OF BRIDE AND GROOM
NEW JERSEY, 1994

PREVIOUS MARITAL STATUS OF GROOMPREVIOUS
MARITAL STATUS

OF BRIDE TOTAL NEVER MARRIED WIDOWED DIVORCED

NEVER MARRIED 39,064 32,944 248 5,872

WIDOWED 1,214 267 442 505

DIVORCED 12,519 5,453 575 6,491

TOTAL 52,797 38,664 1,265 12,868



TABLE MD7. MARRIAGES BY COUNTY OF OCCURRENCE AND BY RACE OF BRIDE AND GROOM
NEW JERSEY, 1994

WHITE BLACK OTHER NOT STATE

COUNTY TOTAL BRIDE GROOM BRIDE GROOM BRIDE GROOM BRIDE G

ATLANTIC 1,837 1,537 1,526 240 249 60 62 0

BERGEN 5,333 4,784 4,803 243 244 301 281 5

BURLINGTON 2,470 2,158 2,126 265 299 47 45 0

CAMDEN 3,000 2,538 2,522 380 387 82 91 0

CAPE MAY 883 841 837 37 45 5 1 0

CUMBERLAND 954 776 756 146 165 32 33 0

ESSEX 5,454 3,553 3,552 1,739 1,776 162 126 0

GLOUCESTER 1,408 1,287 1,272 105 116 16 20 0

HUDSON 3,868 3,218 3,213 400 419 247 235 3

HUNTERDON 760 741 746 8 8 11 6 0

MERCER 2,074 1,644 1,638 373 388 56 47 1

MIDDLESEX 4,567 3,910 3,889 424 459 232 219 1

MONMOUTH 4,118 3,735 3,731 312 332 71 55 0

MORRIS 3,218 3,028 3,014 77 105 113 99 0

OCEAN 2,488 2,392 2,378 58 74 38 35 0

PASSAIC 3,475 2,981 2,957 387 431 107 87 0

SALEM 412 366 362 43 46 3 4 0

SOMERSET 1,726 1,554 1,556 86 102 83 67 3

SUSSEX 791 780 777 2 7 9 7 0

UNION 3,376 2,729 2,702 572 594 75 79 0

WARREN 562 550 550 6 7 6 5 0

MILITARY 22 14 15 6 6 2 1 0

NOT STATED 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0

TOTAL 52,797 45,116 44,922 5,909 6,259 1,759 1,606 13

TABLE MD8.  NUMBER OF MARRIAGES BY COUNTY AND MONTH OF OCCURRENCE
NEW JERSEY, 1994

TOTAL JAN FEB MAR APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT N

1,837 78 101 102 143 177 218 146 157 232 236

5,333 226 266 269 431 555 580 474 503 598 727

2,470 81 116 126 190 244 285 235 217 287 322

3,000 122 132 153 264 316 316 263 257 322 399

883 30 36 28 70 111 98 56 76 132 130

954 42 48 55 82 110 104 88 81 89 103

5,454 268 255 334 429 544 544 503 565 622 633

1,408 54 59 65 106 165 156 113 133 166 213

3,868 192 243 298 293 384 408 363 354 368 400

760 15 25 20 51 91 106 74 71 125 106

2,074 75 88 77 140 240 244 194 200 272 269

4,567 188 222 244 326 491 472 438 433 546 573

4,118 146 171 161 301 442 444 400 419 559 542

3,218 99 106 138 221 380 341 331 330 417 455

2,488 81 99 108 182 282 289 204 209 349 344

3,475 148 173 218 265 366 368 325 327 389 410

412 12 32 15 19 47 39 35 44 50 64

1,726 64 73 61 139 199 173 184 156 240 209

791 16 26 33 48 83 87 89 78 117 130

3,376 139 185 177 257 364 353 330 329 353 388

562 11 23 26 37 71 72 68 47 69 74

22 0 1 1 0 6 2 1 4 0 4

1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

52,797 2,087 2,480 2,710 3,994 5,668 5,699 4,914 4,990 6,302 6,731 4



TABLE MD9.  MARRIAGES AND DIVORCES BY COUNTY OF OCCURRENCE
NEW JERSEY, 1994

COUNTY
NUMBER OF
MARRIAGES RATE*

NUMBER OF
DIVORCES** RATE*

ATLANTIC 1,837 7.9 955 4.1

BERGEN 5,333 6.3 2,226 2.6

BURLINGTON 2,470 6.2 1,346 3.4

CAMDEN 3,000 5.9 1,524 3.0

CAPE MAY 883 9.0 348 3.6

CUMBERLAND 954 6.9 526 3.8

ESSEX 5,454 7.1 2,289 3.0

GLOUCESTER 1,408 5.8 738 3.1

HUDSON 3,868 7.0 1,617 2.9

HUNTERDON 760 6.6 353 3.1

MERCER 2,074 6.3 926 2.8

MIDDLESEX 4,567 6.6 2,015 2.9

MONMOUTH 4,118 7.1 1,758 3.0

MORRIS 3,218 7.3 1,265 2.9

OCEAN 2,488 5.4 1,320 2.9

PASSAIC 3,475 7.5 1,340 2.9

SALEM 412 6.4 203 3.1

SOMERSET 1,726 6.6 791 3.0

SUSSEX 791 5.7 503 3.6

UNION 3,376 6.8 1,557 3.1

WARREN 562 5.9 299 3.1

MILITARY 22           N/A 0           N/A

NOT STATED 1           N/A 0           N/A

TOTAL 52,797 6.7 23,899 3.0

  *RATES ARE COMPUTED PER 1,000 POPULATION
**FIGURES INCLUDE DIVORCES, ANNULMENTS AND SEPARATE MAINTENANCE ACTIONS


